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June 4, 2009

The Hon. James L. Oberstar, Chairman
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure
2165 Rayburn House Office Building

The Hon. John L. Mica, Ranking Member
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure
2163 Rayburn House Office Building

The Hon. Peter DeFazio, Chairman
Subcommittee on Highways and Transit
B-370A Rayburn House Office Building

The Hon. John Duncan, Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Highways and Transit
B-375 Rayburn House Office Building

Dear Chairmen and Ranking Members,

The Roadway Infrastructure Safety Coalition (RISC) truly appreciates the work that you and
your staff is currently undertaking to draft a new, comprehensive and nimble transportation
authorization. The Coalition is comprised of the American Highway Users Alliance, American
Society of Civil Engineers, American Society of Highway Engineers, American Traffic Safety
Services Association, National Association of Counties, National Association of County
Engineers, and the National Association of Development Organizations.

Through conversations with committee staff, RISC understands that your current vision is
one that includes a consolidation of programs stemming from SAFETEA-LU. RISC had been
promoting standalone legislation that would have increased funding for high risk rural roads
to $1 billion annually in order to make a commitment to rural America and to save significant
lives on the roadway. However, upon learning of the Committee’s focus on consolidation,
RISC is urging that the new transportation authorization include the high risk rural road
funds, but within the framework that fits the new bill.

RISC also understands that rural road safety challenges cannot be fully solved by money
alone (although that is a large component). During this authorization bill drafting, it would be
beneficial if language could be included in the legislation which would create a process by
which dangerous rural roads can receive High Risk Rural Roads funding regardless of who
owns the roadway — be it a state or a local entity. There should be an established process to
share the funds with whichever entity owns the rural roadway. There have been some issues
in the past with distributing the funding to the roads throughout the states due to a lack of a
structured process.






