
Government Relations Committee 

Saturday, February 9, 2008  

New Orleans, LA 

1:00 pm – 5:00 pm – Room 217 

Staff Liaison:  Bryan Mitchell 

AGENDA 

 

 

I. Call to Order          Mike Hare 

II. Roll call and determination of quorum      Mike Hare 

Dane Alsabrook, Doug Bernard, Taylor Bowlden, Peter Brahm, Tim Cox, Suzette Engerman, Tom 

Fannin, Pam Goldmith, Michael Hare, Jim Keaton, David Reese, Debbie Ricker, John  

Risley, Judd Roby, Scott Seeley, Joy Shamay, Ken Smith, Burt Sutker, George Townsend, Don 

Vermeer, Vic Wenner,  

 

Staff – Roger Wentz, Bryan Mitchell, Kathy Ruffalo, Chad Bradley 

 

Guests – Gene Putman, Charlie Bond, Robert Chrisp, Greg Cohen, Tim Hibbard 

III. Consent Agenda:         Mike Hare 

 

a. *Approval of meeting summary from Portland, OR August 2007 
b. *Board Liaison Report 

IV. Work Plan Reports: 

a. Toward Zero Deaths Reauthorization Policy (Next Steps)  Roger Wentz 
Bryan Mitchell 

1. Contact all T&I, EPW committee members with focus on 

difference between “hard” and “soft” safety 

2. Congressional committee staff retreat in Ft. Lauderdale to 

exchange ideas before beginning to draft the legislation 

3. Fly-In/Midyear meeting 

b. Endorsements of Reauthorization Policy 
i. National Organizations      Bryan Mitchell 

1. There was a request to have ARTBA, AASHTO and AGC 

added to list 

2. In asking for other organizations to endorse, we expect to 

be asked to support theirs 

ii. State & Local Chapters       Mike Hare 

c. HSIP Obligation Balances       Roger Wentz 

1. Will follow-up with those states with highest obligation % 

to identify “success stories” 

 



Government Relations Committee 

Saturday, February 9, 2008  

New Orleans, LA 

1:00 pm – 5:00 pm – Room 217 

Staff Liaison:  Bryan Mitchell 

AGENDA 

 

d. Support RSAF/PAC 
i. RSAF Promotion       David Reese 

1. Top 50 ATSSA dues-paying members – asked that they 

check-off 20%; 18 did, phone campaign to increase 

participation 

2. Used as “quick-strike” fund in support of legislative 

initiatives 

ii. PAC Fundraiser       Bryan Mitchell 

1. 2008 calendar year - $5000 Bond, Inhoffe, Oberstar, Mika, 

DeFazio, Conyers 

2. Candidate appearance at Expo – Oberstar, anticipate $25,000 

V. New Business: 

a. Report on Safe Routes to School  
Federal Advisory Committee Members     Roger Wentz 

1. Final report in March 2008 to Secretary of Transportation 

 

b. Comments on MUTCD NPA       Roger Wentz 
c. Sign Retro Work Program        Charlie Bond 

1. Asked for financial support to market Oct. 20-21, 2008 

meeting in Addison, TX 

d. Highway Users Update       Greg Cohen (AHUA) 
1. Membership includes those indirectly affected by highway 

legislation i.e. International Council of Shopping Centers 

2. AHUA is 501 C6; their foundation is Roadway Safety 

Foundation 

3. Web site for the Commission report is: http\\finance 

commission.dot.gov\  

4. Candidate binder for primary winners, due in late April 

5. Reauthorization – there is much in ATSSA policy that they 

can endorse 

6. Roadway Safety Foundation – lead program is a pilot to 

educate the public on roadway safety, sponsors include 

AAA and AARP 

7. Greg sees more support in user groups like truckers for fuel 

tax increase than in the past 

e. Congressional Fly-)Î 0ÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÉÏÎ Ȭπψ     Suzette Engerman 
1. Vic Wenner, Dane, Judd, Rob, Joy, and Pam are members 

of the subcommittee that will plan the event. 

f. National Surface Transportation Policy &  
Revenue Study Commission and  
0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ "ÕÓÈȭÓ ȭπω 4ÒÁÎÓÐÏÒÔÁÔÉÏÎ "ÕÄÇÅÔ    Kathy Ruffalo 
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VI. Date of next meeting:  Mid-year meeting in Washington, D.C. September 20, 2008 

VII. Adjourn 

VIII.  Link provided on Government Relations Committee Website 


